March Key Dates & Milestones
· March 3, 1776: Captain 
Samuel Nicholas
 led the first Marine amphibious landing at 
New Providence
, Bahamas, capturing Fort Montagu.
· March 8, 1965: The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade landed at 
Da Nang
, Vietnam, marking the first arrival of American ground combat troops in the country.
· March 13, 1943: The first class of 71 Women Marine officer candidates arrived for training at 
Mount Holyoke College
.
· March 17, 1967: Master Sergeant 
Barbara J. Dulinsky
 became the first woman Marine to report for duty in 
Vietnam
.
· March 20, 2003: Marines participated in the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom as part of the coalition invasion of Iraq.
· March 25, 1945: After 35 days of intense combat, the amphibious assault on 
Iwo Jima
 was officially concluded following a final Japanese counterattack.
· March 27, 1953: During the Korean War, the 5th Marines counterattacked to regain control of 
Outpost Vegas
.
· March 31, 1801: LtCol Commandant 
William W. Burrows
 and President 
Thomas Jefferson
 selected the site for the 
Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C.
 at 8th and I Streets. 
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Observances & Symbols
· Women's History Month: Formally designated by Congress in 1987, March is used by the Corps to recognize trailblazers like 
Opha Mae Johnson
(the first woman to enlist) and 
Col Nicole A. Mann
 (NASA astronaut).
· Official March: The iconic march "Semper Fidelis", composed by John Philip Sousa in 1888, remains the official march of the U.S. Marine Corps. 
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